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Fig. 1Photographs of struts of polyurethane
foam treated by different surface active agents
(a) No treated; (b) Treated by silica sol; (c)
Treated by.CMC; (d) Treated by PVA; (e) Treated

by alumina sol
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Fig. 2 Photographs of green bodies fabricated
from PU foam treated by different surface ac-
tive agents

(a) No treated; (b) Treated by CMC; (c) Treated
by PVA; (¢) Treated by silica sol; (e) Treated by

alumina sol
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Table 1 Diameters of struts of green bodies fabricated from PU foam treated by different

surface active agents-and mechanical properties of sintered foam ceramics

Samples Diameter of struts/mm Flexural strength/MPa
No treated 0.30+£0.07 0.18
Treated by, PVA 0.29+£0.06 0.13
Treated by alumina sol 0.314+0.06 0.18
Treated by silica sol 0.31£0.05 0.62
Treated by CMC 0.37+0.06 0.69
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Effect of Surface Treating of PU Foam on Coating Properties for Silicon

Carbide Ceramic Foam

LIU Yan, HUANG Zheng-Ren; DONG Shao-Ming, JIANG Dong-Liang

(Structural Ceramics Engineering Center of Shanghai Institute of Ceramics, Chinese Academy of Sciences,
Shanghai 200050, China)

Abstract: Polyurethane sponges were treated by different surface active agents in order to im-
prove coating properties when ceramic foams were prepared by polymeric sponge process. A more
reasonable method, in-which coating properties were evaluated through measuring the size of struts
of green bodies and uniformity of slurry distribution in the struts of green bodies, was employed.
Experimental results showed that among the four surface active agents, the effect of carboxymethyl
cellulose(CMC) ‘on promoting coating properties was the best, and the polyvinylalcohol (PVA)’s
effect was the worst. The mechanism of CMC to improve coating properties lies in the structure
formed in the condition of pH>7, in which its hydrophobic groups combine with PU sponge and its
hydrophilic groups combine with aqueous slurry. This structure promotes greatly wetting ability

between PU sponge and slurry.

Key words surface treating; coating properties; silicon carbide ceramic foam; size of struts



