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Transmitting and Friction Behavior of a Carbon/silicon Carbide Composite

Hinge in High Temperature Combustion Environment
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Abstract: An all-ceramic hinge based on the two dimensional carbon fiber reinforced silicon carbide
matrix (C/SiC) composites was prepared by chemical vapor infiltration. The high temperature combus-
tion wind tunnel realized simulation of the transmitting and friction behavior of the hinge at 1800°C in
an oxidizing atmosphere. Based on the coupling stress equivalent simulation system, a characterization
method with the change of torque was proposed to evaluate the friction behavior. The friction and wear
behavior as well as wear mechanism were studied both at high temperatures in combustion environment
and at room temperature in air. The results indicate that the friction torque is stable and insensitive
to the sliding time at high temperatures, which demonstrates stable and reliable friction property and
thermal load-carrying ability of the hinge. The tribochemical reaction products on contact surface may

moderate the stress distribution by providing a reaction layer for wear protection and lubrication.
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Fig. 1 Schematic of the coupling stress equivalent simu-
lation system for transmitting and fiction tests of C/SiC

based hinge bearing
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Table 1 Properties of the 2D-C/SiC composites

Items Results at r. t.
Density/g-cm™> 2.05
Open porosity /% 12
Tensile strength/MPa 245
Flexural strength/MPa 405
Compression strength/MPa 360
Inter-laminar shear strength/MPa 28
Young’s modulus/GPa 60

Coefficient of thermal expansion||
/x107%/K

Coefficient of thermal expansion L
/x107%/K
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Fig. 2 Calculation result of C/SiC Composite hinge
tested in a higy temperature combustion environn-

ment
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Fig. 3 Relationship of friction torque versus sliding time of the C/SiC composites axle under constant loading conditin

at high temperatures in combustion environment and at room temperature in air

(a) Load at room temperature; (b) Torque at room temperature; (c¢) Load at high temperature; (d) Torque at high temperature
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Fig. 4 Relationship of friction torque versus sliding time of the C/SiC composites axle under repetitive loading

condition at high temperatures in combustion environment, comparing with that at room temperature

(a) Loading condition; (b) Torque at room temperature in air; (c) Torque at high temperatures in combustion environment; (d)

Torque at high temperatures tested for another 30min
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Fig. 5 Microstructure of the worn surfaces of the C/SiC composites rotating axle after tested under cyclic loading

At high temperatures in combustion environment (b), (¢) & (d) and at room temperature in air (a)



3 3 SKRILYE, %: s/ BRALEER S PORHE R AR ER I A ) BOBE 14 3 5 BE AT 507

(b)

EGCﬁ@EAﬁﬂ%m%TWﬁ%mﬂﬁ¢ﬁﬁ%m%@@ﬁ%mF%%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ oy PR

Fig. 6 AFM images on the surface of the C/SiC composies retating axle before and after the transmiting and friction

tests in the high temperature combustion environment

(a) Surface of the as-machined axle before test; (b) Smooth surface of axle after test in combustion environment; (c) local

magnification of the smooth surface after test
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